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The Farmer in the Ozarks 
H award Doane, farmer, leaned on 
a fence post and looked over the prize-winning 
herd of Holstein cattle given the School of the 
Ozarks by the widow of W. Alton Jones, the 
former businessman friend of President Eisen-
hower. 
Jim Claxton, the school's farm superintendent. 
listened attentively for any comments. Doane 
had been an expert in farm management long 
before Claxton was born. and the 84-year-old 
University of Missouri graduate was adding but 
another chapter to a long life of service in his 
relatively new association with the School of 
the Ozarks as a consultant. 
Doane and his wife, Nancy, live on the campus 
in a beautifuJ residence built by them a year 
ago atop a hill overlooking Lake Taneycomo. 
The home ultimately will become property of 
the college. (Contributing to higher education 
is nothing new for the Doanes. A few years 
ago their famous Grassland's Farm near 
McCredie, Mo., was given to the University.) 
As most Missourians know, the School of the 
Ozarks is located near Branson and is operated 
solely for students who cannot afford to go to 
college elsewhere. Here each student works for 
his board, room and tuition in one of the 22 
campus industries. Now the school is an 
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accredited four-year college, but it was started 
in 1906 by the Presbyterian Church as a high 
school. 
That was the same year that D. Howard Doane 
launched his brilliant career in farm manage-
ment. But that is getting ahead of the story. 
Born on a farm near Mexico, N. Y., Doane 
and his family made two moves in those early 
years, one to Omaha and later to Joplin. 
In his youth when anyone asked him what 
professional career he wished to follow, he had 
a ready answer, "a farmer." He says today, 
"I have always been a farmer." 
His association with the University goes back 
to the fall of 1904 when he enrolled in the 
College of Agriculture. Doane obtained his B. S. 
and M. S. degrees from the University in 1908 
and 1909. Early in his academic life he had 
gotten to know Dr. W. J. Spillman, who was 
then in charge of the Office of Farm Manage-
ment of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
in Washington, D. C. 
Agricultural surveys were being made then 
in various sections of America to determine 
the production potential, to find the weak spots, 
and seek solutions. Doane, although he had just 
finished his sophomore year, was tailor-made 
for such a study. Imbued with natural enthuSiasm, 
D. lIowllrd Doaoe Hod hi~ wife. N,,"cy. 
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he went to his dean, Dr. Henry Jackson Waters, 
to let him know he'd like to take part in such 
a study if Missouri was to be included. 
Now, Doane had finished only two years of 
college. He was asking for a job that today 
would flfst be underscored with rigid require-
ments, including perhaps a Ph.D. Not so in 
those days of Waters and Doane. The main 
ingredients then for a youthful job~seeker were 
enthusiasm and a genuine love for the task. 
"Howard," Dr. Waters said, as Doane recalls 
now, "you are asking for someth ing big. North~ 
east Missouri is the area that needs much study, 
more than any other. I need not expla in all that 
to you, but you'll find the answer before your 
summer's work is ended, if you get the job. " 
There is a bound volume in the Doane library 
titled: "First Farm Management Report by D. 
Howard Doane." It has in it a map with the 
route which he followed that summer with the 
dates marked by him in red ink. It is rated a 
little classic among the state's agricultural 
literature. 
Starting from Centralia on June 10 and con~ 
tinuing through 16 counties until September 
9, Doane studied the land and the people of 
northeast :Missouri with a thoroughness that 
was to characterize his later work. 
The young scholar was seeing a new section 
not with the eyes of a scientist entirely. nor 
completely that of a sociologist, nor a business~ 
man exactly, but perhaps a combination of all 
of them with a bit of Mark Twain thrown in. 
And the author of Tom Sawyer, in whose area 
he was working that summer, would have smiled 
at one bit of honest reporting to be found in 
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Doane's serious report to Dr. Spillman. It had 
to do with hired hands. Wrote Doane: "As a 
rule, those employed are very unsatisfactory. 
They are not reliable and they require the use 
of horse and buggy two and three nights a 
week and as a consequence are tired, sleepy 
and worthless during the day." 
Twain, had he read Doane's report. no doubt 
would have countered in defense of his area's 
hired hands that as part of their compensation 
they were entitled to engage in night-time 
romancing with horse and buggy. 
At any rate Doane's first report to the gov-
e rnment on agricultural conditions, as he saw 
them that summer of 1906, brought considerable 
credit to him in high places. It marked perhaps 
his first real stepping stone in his chosen field 
of farm management. It was to see him glorify 
record keeping, and to bring them in from the 
barn doors and put them inside neat, bound 
volumes for easy reference. 
Four years later, in 1910. the University's 
Board of Curators named him professor a nd 
chairman of the Department of Farm Manage-
ment. It was the first such department to be 
organized in the land-grant college system in 
America. 
Those were the years before the passage of 
the Smith~Lever Act which created the federal-
state extension service. Long before the passage 
of the Act. Doane was busy in his own Missouri 
vineyard. He appointed the fust 16 county 
agents in the state before 1916. and is recog~ 
nized as having gotten extension work started 
in the counties before it was officially organized 
under the terms of the 1914 legislation as we 
know it today. 
In 1916 he left the University for farm loan 
work with a St. Louis banle This was followed 
by ex tensive management of farm properties in 
southeast Missouri. It was while living in Poplar 
Bluff, and managing these properties, that he 
came to realize that many farm owners would 
make use of a management service if rightly 
approached. 
His reasoning proved correct. and in 1919 
there came into being what is now known as 
the Doane Agricultural Service, the first pro-
fessional farm management organization in 
America. Doane some time ago ceased day~to-day 
participation in this national organization head-
quartered in St. Louis. He remains chairman of 
its board, however, and keeps close contact with 
its 240 employees, many of them Missouri 
graduates. He was pleased when President 
Eisenhower went seeking an Under Secretary of 
Agriculture, and appointed True D. Morse, an 
outstanding alumnus of the Missouri CoUege of 
Agriculture and then president of the Doane 
Agricultural Service. 
Noteworthy in Doane's record of accomplish-
ments is the fact that he was the man who 
started many things that have benefitted his 
first love - agriculture. He organized the Farm 
Bureau, and received from it in 1951 the dis-
tinguished and meritorious service award. To 
members of the Farm House Fraternity he is 
simply "Daddy Doane." It was he who conceived 
the idea of a farm club at the University, and he 
saw it grow into what is now the nation-wide 
Farm House Fraternity. In 1965 he received 
the fraternity's certificate of meritorious service. 
That same year he received the University of 
Missouri Alumni Association's Citation of Ser-
vice, an honor repeated 10 years later. In 1953 
the University presented him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws, and in 1958 Monticello 
College gave him the Distinguished Service 
Award. A year earlier the ChamberofCommerce 
of the United States presented him a similar 
honor. 
The American Agricultural Editors Association 
in 1963 chose Doane for its national award for 
distinguished service. Drury College b estowed 
upon him a Doctor of Laws degree in 1957, a nd 
Missouri 4-H members, with whom he has had 
a genuine " partnership" for many years as a 
trustee of the 4-H Foundation, gave him 
a citation for outstanding service in 1953. 
The Farmers Club of St. Louis in 1951 pre-
sented him its unusual service award, and in 
1958 the Pioneer Professional Farm Managers 
of America made him an honorary lUe member. 
Doane often has been singled out for specific 
tasks. One of these was his appointment to the 
University's Board of Visitors by Governor 
Forrest Donnell. This task entailed not only 
visiting and studying the operations of the 
University of Missouri, but all other of the state's 
schools. During the summer of 1950 he served 
on a specially appointed Congressional sub-
committee to determine if money appropriated 
by Congress was being spent effectively on 
agricultural research. 
By now, of course, he had come far down the 
road from those days when he studied farm 
conditions and preached "Record Keeping" and 
mused on the "deportment" of farm hands in 
Northeast Missouri. 
What kind of a man is Howard Doane? He is 
a composite. He knows the value of the sharpened 
pencil in keeping records, but he also knows that 
with that sharpened pencil a man-if he has it 
in him-can compose a sonata. 
Doane is a religious man and his prayers have 
all of the beauty and symmetry of Gray's 
"Elegy." He's a Presbyterian. but h e's not 
Calvinistic. He is a reed that bends with the 
storm. 
One cannot write a formula that will fit him. 
He cannot be corralled and branded, because 
he wears no man's brand. He is a man with a 
pair of happy grey eyes. Edwin Markham 
described his kind best in that poem about 
Lincoln, ". a man to match the mountains 
and the sea. " D 
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